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Welcome back!
Welcome from the board of directors of Tri-County Fair. Serving Emmons, Logan and McIntosh counties in south central North 

Dakota since 1926, our fair continues to provide quality family entertainment year in and year out. With a wide variety of events 
and entertainment, there is something for everyone to enjoy, including Wissota stock car races throughout the summer. We also 
offer ample space with electric hook ups for a variety of outdoor camping and RV events. While you are here, you can enjoy a 
round of golf at our beautiful 9-hole golf course located right on the fairgrounds.

2026 Officers

Chairman ~ Jeremy Rohr

Treasurer ~ Lisa Weigel

Secretary ~ Gina Wiest

Board Members

Scot Schaunaman

Chris Goldade
Paul Goldade

Ann Bettenhausen

Jeremy Goebel  

Executive Board  

 Chris Opsahl

Mark Schnabel

Chris Doane 

Letter from the Publishers,

We, the publishers of this 
edition, hope you not only en-
joy the photos, schedules and 
stories found here, but also 
find them useful as we pre-
pare to celebrate a truly spe-
cial milestone - 100 years of 
the Tri-County Fair.

Reaching a century is no 
small feat. For generations, the 
Tri-County Fair has brought 
families, neighbors and com-
munities together to cele-
brate agriculture, youth, tra-
dition and all the things that 
make this region such a spe-
cial place to call home. This 
year’s fair is more than just an 

event, it’s a celebration of his-
tory, heritage and the people 
who have made it possible for 
100 years.

This guide is a continued 
partnership between our local 
newspapers, working togeth-
er to bring you the informa-
tion you need leading up to 
the fair. Readers of the McIn-
tosh County Star & Tribune, 
Emmons County Record, and 
Napoleon Homestead will find 
this fair guide inserted in their 
weekly newspaper, filled with 
everything you need to make 
the most of this historic cele-
bration.

We would also like to extend 
a sincere thank you to our ad-

vertisers. This publication is a 
significant undertaking, and 
their continued support helps 
offset the costs of producing 
and distributing this guide 
each year. Their commitment 
to both the fair and our com-
munities makes this possible.

Please take a moment to 
thank them by stopping in, 
shopping local and support-
ing the businesses that sup-
port our events and our towns.

If you would like to be in-
cluded in next year’s edition of 
the Tri-County Fair Guide, we 
encourage you to reach out to 
your local newspaper office in 
June, or better yet, contact us 
and we’ll make sure you’re on 

the list.
Here’s to 100 years of the 

Tri-County Fair and many 
more to come.

McIntosh County 
Star & Tribune

mcintoshcountyst.com

Emmons County Record
ecrecord.com

Napoleon Homestead
napoleonhomestead.com

Call us today to support lo-
cal journalism and your local 
newspaper with a subscrip-
tion! Thank you for your sup-
port!

Celebrating 100 years
SINCE 1926, THE FAIR HAS BROUGHT COMMUNITIES TOGETHER

See you at the fair!
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Kelli Ameling
Emmons County Record

The Tri-County Fair will mark its 
100th anniversary July 9–12 with 
a mix of new features, expanded 
entertainment and infrastructure 
improvements aimed at enhanc-
ing the overall experience for 
fairgoers.

Fair board chairman Jeremy 
Rohr said planning for the mile-
stone event has been underway 
for more than two years as orga-
nizers looked to other commu-
nities for ideas on how to cele-
brate a major anniversary.

“We’ve been kicking ideas 
around for about two and a half 
years, looking at what other 
communities have done for big 
anniversaries and deciding what 
we wanted to add,” Rohr said.

Headliner concert highlights 
changes

Among the biggest changes 
this year is the addition of a na-

tionally recognized headlining 
act.

Rohr said he is particularly 
looking forward to seeing how 
the Friday night FIREHOUSE con-
cert is received by local audienc-
es.

“It’s something new for us,” 
he said. “We’ve traditionally had 
racing two nights in a row, so 
bringing in a headliner concert 
is a big change. We’re excited 
to see what kind of turnout and 
feedback we get.”

Upgrades and improvements
Several upgrades will also be in 

place ahead of the fair, includ-
ing improvements to grandstand 
seating and changes to ticketing.

Rohr said new grandstand seat-
ing is expected to be completed 
prior to the fair, calling it a “huge 
improvement” for attendees.

The fair is also introducing 
electronic ticketing for grand-
stand events, allowing patrons 

to purchase tickets in advance.
“If people don’t want to spend 

time waiting in line, they can buy 
tickets online and walk right in,” 
Rohr said.

Expanded entertainment 
offerings

Entertainment options have 
also been expanded across the 
fairgrounds.

Organizers have increased the 
number of performances and 
added a larger tent to accom-
modate rotating acts, includ-
ing magicians and other variety 
shows scheduled throughout the 
weekend.

“We doubled up on some of 
those acts,” Rohr said. “There 
will be more opportunities for 
people to catch those perfor-
mances.”

In addition to the main con-
cert, free music will also be fea-
tured on the midway Friday and 
Saturday nights, giving fairgoers 

more entertainment options be-
yond the grandstand.

Rohr noted that longtime fair-
goers may also recognize a fa-
miliar name returning to the 
stage.

“For those that have been 
around the fair for 30 or 40 
years, bringing back Pam Lin-
ton and the band is something 
people will remember,” he said. 
“This is the first time she’s been 
showcased on her own, so it’s 
a little different and something 
we’re excited about.”

More vendors, returning 
attractions

Additional changes include a 
significant increase in food ven-
dors and the return of carnival 
rides on the midway.

Rohr said Midway West Amuse-
ments will again provide rides, 
games and attractions, along 

Tri-County Fair set to mark 100th year 
with new features, expanded entertainment

UPGRADES, HEADLINER CONCERT, ADDED ATTRACTIONS AIM TO ENHANCE FAIRGOER EXPERIENCE

See FAIR on Page 20
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Before and after Bill Hoffer gave rides in the snoplane with the water bubbling as the aeration pump was 

operational. (l-r):
 Bill Hoffer, Terry Weigel, Jesse Foster and Boone Bedette.

A winter storm which skirted across the south-

ern part of  North Dakota last week did have an 

impact on Napoleon. Winter weather conditions 

returned to the area Mon., Feb. 20 causing slip-

pery and icy roads and reduced visibility which 

forced officials to postpone two games of  open-

ing round action of  Region 3 girls’ basketball.

The two games which were postponed were 

played Tuesday afternoon prior to another front 

coming through which brought more wind and 

snow. Wednesday conditions weren’t ideal, but 

in the evening the area received more snow, 

roughly 4-5” in all along with windy, and sub-

zero temperatures leading to a blizzard warn-

ing from Wednesday afternoon through noon on 

Thursday.

Napoleon School officials delayed the start of  

school by two hours on Thurs., Feb. 23 as con-

ditions improved throughout the day. However, 

Thursday night/ early Friday morning the ac-

tual air temperature recorded at the Napoleon 

weather station was -27.

A warm front moved through the area over 

the weekend to more seasonal like temperatures 

with highs near 30.

By Terry Schwartzenberger

A group of  concerned indi-

viduals along with the Napoleon 

Wildlife Club is behind a push to 

save a local fishing opportunity.

Bob Humann, a Napoleon 

Wildlife Club member, is one 

of  many who are volunteering 

their time and efforts to increase 

the dissolved oxygen (DO) levels 

in the unfrozen water of  Lake 

McKenna, better known as West 

Lake, just 1 mile west of  Napo-

leon.

One of  the latest attempts to 

assist in the preservation efforts 

was having Napoleon native 

Donovan Hoffer of  Bismarck 

demonstrate his newly acquired 

Bombardier snow cat with a 12’ 

blade.

Hoffer hauled the snow ma-

chine to Napoleon on Tues., 

Feb. 14 to demonstrate to Logan 

County Commissioners and lo-

cal NDDOT highway crew mem-

bers on how the machine could 

move and level snow. While Hof-

fer was in Napoleon, Humann 

asked Hoffer if  he would push 

Wildlife Club Taking Steps To Preserve Local Lake

open a path across the ice in 

hopes of  clearing the snow from 

the ice which would allow sun-

light to penetrate the ice, which 

will be helpful to vegetation, 

which in turn will benefit the 

health of  the fish by increasing 

the dissolved oxygen levels in 

the water.

Hoffer donated his newly ac-

quired machine and time and 

plowed from north to south, a 

2 mile long by 12-ft wide path 

along the east side of  the lake 

(from the Schatz farm to the 

south end), clearing the rough-

ly 10” of  snow and compacted 

snow from the top of  the ice.

Another local fishing enthu-

siast, Keith McCleary, who has 

been assisting with the efforts 

said, “We knew doing nothing 

wasn’t going to work, so we are 

giving it a good effort (to in-

crease the dissolved oxygen lev-

els in the lake).”

Dissolved oxygen (DO) is the 

amount of  oxygen which is 

present in water. Water bodies 

receive oxygen from the atmo-

Storm & Cold Temps Hit Area

Cold temps flooded the area last week, as the 

sign shows -26 and the official Napoleon weather 

station low was -27.

sphere and from aquatic plants.

The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Dept. has recently been 

testing lakes throughout the 

state for oxygen levels and their 

findings have shown that some 

lakes will be experiencing win-

ter kill on fish which are in the 

lakes with diminishing oxygen 

levels.

NDGF South Central District 

Fisheries Supervisor Paul Bai-

ley said via telephone interview 

that when West Lake was tested 

in early February that the DO 

level in West Lake was 1.94 parts 

per million. “Generally, when 

the oxygen level falls below 2 

ppm and Northern Pike, Walleye 

and Perch are exposed to these 

levels for a prolonged period of  

time, we begin to see mortality 

rates increase,” said Bailey. In 

the summer the DO levels range 

from 8-11 ppm.

Lakes in south central North 

Dakota have been covered with 

a good amount of  snow since the 

November snow storms which 

ripped through the area. With 

the snow acting as a shade and 

not allowing light to the plants 

which are in the lakes, and the 

plants are not producing the 

necessary oxygen to sustain 

fish.
While in the area NDGF also 

checked the dissolved oxygen 

levels on Alkaline Lake, north 

of  Napoleon, where the DO level 

was only 1ppm and Bailey said 

there was also the hydrogen sul-

fide gas odor (rotten egg smell) 

which is a sign of  possible win-

ter kill. B
ailey said they did not 

notice an odor at West Lake.

When Humann heard this 

dire news about West Lake from 

the NDGF he and others took it 

upon themselves to cut open a 

total of  five areas of  the lake and 

create large holes, roughly 3.5’ x 

5’, where electric aeration de-

vices would be placed in hopes 

of  exposing the ice-cold water 

and allowing sunlight in those 

areas.  McCleary said those five 

areas have orange cones and 

barriers placed around them 

and he urges folks to stay clear 

of  the areas. He said, “Depend-

ing upon the weather some of  

these holes have gotten larger 

and the ice around these areas 

may be unsafe.”

In addition to the holes, vol-

unteers also are using a 49 h.p. 

diesel powered air compressor 

Local Lake

Continued on Page 13
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Compiled by Kelli Ameling
Emmons County Record

The Tri-County Fair is set to cel-
ebrate its 100th anniversary with 
four days of entertainment rang-
ing from live concerts and auto 
racing to rodeo action, magic 
shows and midway attractions.

The fair runs July 9–12 in Wishek 
and will offer a mix of grandstand 
events, free stage performanc-
es and roaming entertainment 
across the grounds.

Thursday, July 9
The opening day kicks off with 

high-energy grandstand action 
as stock car racing returns to the 
track, continuing a long-stand-
ing fair tradition. Classes include 
hobby stocks, street stocks, mod-
ifieds and more, with opportuni-
ties for children to ride in race 
cars prior to the event. 

Later in the evening, the grand-

stand lights up with a large-scale 
pyro-musical fireworks show, 
featuring a synchronized display 
set to music. 

Throughout the day, visitors can 
also enjoy carnival rides, games 
and concessions on the midway.

Friday, July 10
Friday brings a full slate of mid-

way entertainment, including 
balloon artists, roaming perform-
ers and magic shows under the 
tent throughout the afternoon 
and evening. 

The highlight of the night is the 
Friday concert lineup, featuring 
classic rock acts. Opening the 
show is The Sweet, known for hits 
like “Ballroom Blitz,” followed by 
the headlining performance by 
international rock band FIRE-
HOUSE. 

After the concert, the celebra-
tion continues with an after-par-
ty on the midway and a drone 

light show after dark. 

Saturday, July 11
Saturday’s entertainment 

blends all-day activities with eve-
ning grandstand action.

Fairgoers can take in magic 
shows, strolling performers, bin-
go and the full midway experi-
ence throughout the day. 

In the evening, the spotlight 
shifts to the Ranch Rodeo, where 
local teams compete in tradition-
al ranch skills, offering fast-paced 
action and showcasing working 
cowboy expertise. 

The night concludes with a 
drone light show, celebrating the 
fair’s 100-year milestone. 

Sunday, July 12
The final day of the fair features 

a more relaxed, family-focused 
lineup.

Entertainment includes a live 
performance by Pam Linton and 

The Cotton Kings, offering classic 
country and family-friendly mu-
sic. 

Throughout the day, visitors 
can also enjoy the carnival mid-
way, bingo and special events 
such as a car and tractor show 
and community gatherings.

Something for everyone
In addition to the featured en-

tertainment, the fair offers con-
tinuous attractions throughout 
the weekend, including:

Midway carnival rides and 
games.

Magic and variety shows
Strolling entertainers and per-

formers.
Food vendors and craft exhib-

its.
Fair organizers say the goal is 

to provide something for all ages 
while honoring the fair’s centu-
ry-long tradition.

Tri-County Fair marks 100 years with 
four days of  entertainment

GRANDSTAND SHOWS, LIVE MUSIC, RODEO ACTION, MIDWAY ATTRACTIONS HIGHLIGHT CELEBRATION
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By Kelli Ameling
Emmons County Record

The Tri-County Fair’s 100th anniversary cel-
ebration will bring together a wide range of 
musical styles, spanning classic rock, ’70s glam 
and traditional country, as performers take the 
stage throughout the four-day event July 9–12.

Headlined by nationally recognized acts and 
complemented by longtime touring perform-
ers, this year’s lineup reflects both the fair’s 
history and its commitment to entertaining all 
ages.

Friday night headliners
The fair’s biggest musical night arrives Friday, 

July 10, when two well-known rock acts take 
the grandstand stage.

Leading the lineup is FIREHOUSE, an Ameri-
can hard rock band that rose to prominence in 
the early 1990s with chart-topping hits such as 
“Don’t Treat Me Bad,” “Love of a Lifetime” and 
“All She Wrote.” 

Formed in 1984, the group built a strong fol-
lowing with its melodic rock sound and has sold 

From classic rock to country roots: Fair 
lineup brings decades of  music to Wishek
NATIONAL TOURING ACTS AND REGIONAL FAVORITES HEADLINE TRI-COUNTY FAIR’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

See CONCERTS on Page 21
Photo courtesy of  FIREHOUSE Music.
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By Kelli Ameling
Emmons County Record

For the first time in its 100-year history, 
the Tri-County Fair will feature a full-scale 
fireworks display, adding a new element to 
the opening night of the annual event.

The show, scheduled for Thursday evening 
following stock car racing, will be produced 
by Pegasus Illuminations and marks a major 
addition to this year’s anniversary lineup.

“We haven’t had a fireworks show before,” 
said fair board chairman Jeremy Rohr. “This 
is something new for us, and we wanted it to 
be a big kickoff for the 100th fair.”

A musical fireworks experience
The Thursday night display will go beyond 

traditional fireworks, using a choreographed 
pyro-musical format where each burst and 
effect is synchronized to music.

Rohr said the show is pre-programmed, 
with the music controlling the timing of the 
pyrotechnics.

“It’s all preloaded,” he said. “The playlist is 

Fireworks debut, drone shows return at 
Tri-County Fair

THURSDAY NIGHT DISPLAY AND HIGH-TECH AERIAL SHOWS WILL KICK OFF MILESTONE CELEBRATION

Photo courtesy of Pegasus Illuminations
See FIREWORKS on Page 19
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Wishek
DRUG

9 S Centennial St. Wishek, ND

701.452.2368
wishdrug@bektel.com

MONDAY-
FRIDAY
8 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY
8:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.

 Congratulations 
to the Tri-County Fair to the Tri-County Fair 

celebration celebration 
of of 100 years!100 years!

LOCALLY 
OWNED

Find us on Facebook
RX | Decor | Gifts 

Cards | Misc.

Hours

By Kelli Ameling
Emmons County Record

Fairgoers attending the Tri-County Fair this 
July can expect more food options than ever 
before, as organizers have significantly ex-
panded the number and variety of vendors 
for the event’s 100th anniversary.

Fair board chairman Jeremy Rohr said the 
number of food trucks and vendors has more 
than doubled compared to previous years.

“In the past we might have had two or 
three main meal trucks,” Rohr said. “This 
year we’re up to about five, with the possi-
bility of even more coming in.”

A wider variety of fair favorites
The expanded lineup will offer a broad mix 

of traditional fair food and specialty items, 
with organizers working to avoid duplica-
tion among vendors.

Rohr said no two vendors will be offering 
the same menu, giving fairgoers the chance 
to try a wide range of options throughout 
the weekend.

“There’s a big variety this year,” he said. 
“No one is offering the same thing.”

Among the options expected at the fair 

are meal-focused trucks and stands, as well 
as specialty vendors offering coffee, lemon-
ade, mini doughnuts, fry bread and energy 
drinks.

The vendor lineup includes both classic fair 
staples and unique offerings, ranging from 
tacos, burritos and grilled foods to kettle 
corn, specialty drinks and baked goods. 

Planning for convenience
In addition to expanding the number of 

vendors, organizers have also worked to 
make it easier for visitors to find their favor-
ite foods.

A full vendor list is available online, giv-
ing attendees the opportunity to plan ahead 
before arriving at the fairgrounds.

Rohr said the website has been updated 
with links and information designed to help 
both vendors and fairgoers navigate the 
food offerings.

“We’ve got the vendor list on the website, 
and we’ve made some updates so people 
can find what they’re looking for,” he said.

Fairgoers can view the full list of vendors 
and menu offerings on the fair’s website at 
Tri-County Fair food vendors.

Growing alongside the fair
The increase in food trucks reflects the 

broader growth of the fair heading into 
its centennial year, with organizers adding 
more attractions, entertainment and ameni-
ties across the grounds.

Rohr said the goal is to create an experi-
ence where visitors can spend an entire day 
enjoying everything the fair has to offer.

With expanded dining options available 
on the midway, he said food will play a larg-
er role in that experience.

“It all just adds to it,” Rohr said. “There’s 
really something for everyone.”

Food trucks, expanded options highlight 
Tri-County Fair menu

ORGANIZERS SAY VENDOR LINEUP HAS MORE THAN DOUBLED FOR 100TH ANNIVERSARY EVENT
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WWW.BANKOFHAZELTON.NET
P.O. Box 407 

Hazelton, ND 58544-0407 
Phone 701-782-6295

 

BANK OF 
HAZELTON IS 

PROUD TO SERVE 
THIS GROWING 
COMMUNITY!

CHECKING SERVICES
• Commercial Checking
• Regular Checking
• Money Market Accounts 
• Direct Deposit
• Travelers Checks

SERVICES
• ATM Cards
• Debit Cards
• Visa Credit Cards 
• Online Banking

LOANS
• Agriculture
• Commercial 
• Residential
• Mortgage
• Consumer
• Home Equity

SAVINGS PROGRAMS
• Certificate of Deposits 
• Retirement Account
• Savings Plans
• Savings Bonds

Bring the family 
Bring the family 

and Enjoy the and Enjoy the 
Tri-County Fair!Tri-County Fair!

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY LENDER

Napoleon
Wishek
Kulm

PO Box 705   15 South Fifth St.
Wishek, ND 58495-0705

(701) 452-2353   Fax (701) 452-2661
Toll Free (800) 378-2353

ffh@bektel.com

www.feistfuneralhome.com

AdAm Feist, Owner

Funeral Homes

Feist

Content provided

County fairs, state fairs and 
country fairs dot the landscape 
in late spring, summer and fall, 
offering fairgoers plenty of at-
tractions and rides to fill warm 
days and evenings. Families who 
plan ahead for the festivities 
may be able to improve their ex-
periences.

- Purchase passes in advance. 
Some fairs enable visitors to 
purchase entry tickets, parking 
passes and even game vouch-
ers online. There are advantag-
es to doing so, such as bundling 
discounts. Buying tickets in ad-
vance also cuts down on time 
spent waiting in line.

- Devise a basic plan. Look over 
the list of attractions and activ-
ities to gauge what you want to 
get out of the fair. Some fairs 
post their calendars online. With 
kids in tow, you’ll likely want to 
check out any children’s rides or 
animal exhibits and interactions. 
Create a generalized plan, but 
be flexible, especially when go-
ing with other families.

- Think about safety. Fairs at-
tract thousands of people and 
that can lead to confusion if 
children become separated from 
their parents. Write your mobile 

phone number down and put it 
in your child’s pocket or bag, so 
he or she doesn’t have to mem-
orize it. Consider finding the 
tallest attraction at the fair (per-
haps the ferris wheel), and make 
that the meeting point if anyone 
becomes lost. Snap a photo of 
youngsters when you arrive so 
that you’ll have a recent image 

and know exactly what they are 
wearing if you need to engage 
law enforcement. Some parents 
tell their children to find anoth-
er parent and ask them to help 
them contact security. 

- Time your visit. If the fair runs 
during the week and into the 
weekend, weekdays are likely 
to be much less crowded. Also, 

while not ideal, a cool day or one 
with a slight drizzle will cut down 
on crowds and improve the abil-
ity to see more things and get 
on more rides.

- Factor in food. Fair food is an 
indulgence to enjoy when fairs 
come around. Rather than go 

Prepare for a family day at the fair 

Photo provided

See FAMILY on Page 19
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Napoleon
979-7004

Feed, Agronomy, Grain, Animal Health

Sterling
979-7001

BUILDING NEEDSCD & RCD & R
ConstructionConstruction

For all your Building NeedsBuilding Needs
CD & R 

Construction
Charlie Johs, Owner

701-321-1951 701-321-1951 

NapoleoN livestock NapoleoN livestock auctioN iNc.auctioN iNc.
Napoleon, ND

Jim Bitz
226-6197

Paul Bitz
226-6199

Dylan Bitz
321-0672

Jacob Bitz
329-0315

Barn Phone: 
701-754-2216

napoleonlivestock.com

SaleS SaleS 
every every 

ThurSdayThurSday

Bella Bitz
805-8450

For all your equipment repair needs: 

FARM • CONSTRUCTION • LAWN & GARDEN • & MORE!FARM • CONSTRUCTION • LAWN & GARDEN • & MORE!

Moos
RepaiR & sales

701-321-1381 • Napoleon & Kintyre, ND

Your  LOCALLOCAL  NDEco 
& JBS Dealer

CALLCALL to have us HAULHAUL

Todd, Kristen, Tyler, Trevor & Lily Moos and Zak Krumm

*Will haul tractors*
 (up to 25,000 lbs.)

NEW 4+ NEW 4+ 
DEALER!!DEALER!!

Editor’s note: North Dakota State 
University Extension – McIntosh 
County facilitates 4-H and youth 
events during the 100th annu-
al Tri-County Fair. The McIntosh 
County Extension agent provided 
the following information on these 
events.

Come join the McIntosh Coun-
ty 4-H at the 100th annual 
Tri-County Fair! MIDWAY WEST 
AMUSEMENTS is returning with 
their carnival rides! The fair-
ground events, located 1 mile 
west of Wishek, will be bigger 
than ever this year with non-
stop fun for all ages, the second 
weekend in July! From delicious 
food and live music to adorable 
animals, craft vendors, magic, 
canine stunt dogs, and thrill-
packed rides, there is something 
fun for everyone. Don’t forget 
the entertainment events in-
cluding racing, ranch rodeo, live 
music, mini dirt bikes and more. 
To check out the full lineup vis-
it www.tricofair.com or on Face-
book ‘Tri-County Fair, Wishek.’

Thursday – July 9, 2026
The 4-H Horse Show begins at 

9 a.m. and is open to 4-H youth 
from across the state competing 
to go to the North Dakota State 
Fair or are just there to have fun! 
Watch talented youth demon-
strate their skills in Western and 
English events such as showman-
ship at halter, western horse-
manship, barrel racing, goat ty-
ing and MORE. Grand champion 
4-H horse showmanship partic-
ipants from McIntosh County 
earn their way into the round 
robin along with all of the other 
4-H grand champion showman-
ship winners in each species on 
Friday at 5 p.m. 

Friday – July 10, 2026
The 4-H Livestock and Small 

Animal Show starts at 9 a.m. 
by the livestock barn. The day 
begins with swine, beef, dairy, 
goats and sheep, followed by 
poultry, rabbits and pets. Show-
manship will be held after each 
of the large animal species be-

fore the small animal show be-
gins. The round robin highlights 
the showmanship contestants in 
each species and allows them to 
compete against each other to 
see who can show ALL the spe-
cies the best! The youth have 
been working hard to learn how 
to handle their animals, as well as 
feed and care for them so grab a 
spot on the bleachers and come 
out and see what they have ac-
complished! 

The 4-H Static Exhibits like cre-
ative arts, woodworking, food 
preservation and horticulture will 
be on display for the public to 
view starting at 4 p.m. on Friday 
in the exhibit building through 
Sunday. The 4-H member static 
exhibit judging will be starting 
at 12 p.m. with judges award-
ing blue, red, white, as well as 
champion and reserve ribbons. 
McIntosh County 4-H Achieve-
ment Day is an important event, 
which leads many members to 
the state fair where their proj-
ects are judged against projects 

across the state! Congratulate a 
4-H member and their family for 
their hard work! The 4-H exhibits 
are on display in the same build-
ing as FFA and open static exhib-
its, as well, so check them all out 
in one stop. 

Saturday – July 11, 2026
4-H Archery Tournament be-

gins at 9 a.m. as you come into 
the fairgrounds by the golf 
course. There are many 4-H 
members in our area competing 
on award winning 4-H teams so 
come on out and see these tal-
ented youth! 

Open Small Animal Show be-
gins at 11 a.m. Got a pet, rabbit 
or poultry project and want to 
show them off? Then come join 
us! All animals must be healthy. 
No fancy equipment is required 
and there are cages in the barn 
so consider bringing your small 
animals to the fair (along with 
their food, water, and a fan for 

THIS YEAR’S FAIR HAS IT ALL! 

4-H and Youth events have 
action-packed weekend

See MCINTOSH on Page 18
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GackleGackle
  Care   Care 
    Center    Center

PO Box 335 •304 1st Ave West•Gackle, ND 58442

•Assistance w/ Personal Care
•Medication Administration
•Nursing, Dietary & Pharmacy Services
•Assistance to maintain your independence
•Activities, Laundry, Housekeeping
•Transportation to appointments
•Nurses on staff and on call 24 Hrs. a day

Kimberly Schlecht, 
Administrator

701-485-3395 701-485-3395 
FAX 701-485-3962FAX 701-485-3962
gacklecarecenter.comgacklecarecenter.com

“A Special “A Special 

Kind Of Caring”Kind Of Caring”

in a in a 
Basic Care Basic Care 

SettingSetting

>> Dakota Heritage Bank <<             

Streeter 
424-3373

Gackle 
485-3391

Jud 
685-2211

Medina 
486-3384

Have a great Have a great 
time at the time at the 

Tri-Co. Fair!Tri-Co. Fair!

Shanon &Shanon &
 Gabriel Erbele  Gabriel Erbele 

Lehr, NDLehr, ND
701-527-5885701-527-5885
701-426-9445701-426-9445

42nd Annual Sale • February 12, 2027
*Bulls also for sale private treaty*

Napoleon, ND
Eric: 214-1769 • Chuck: 426-8265

Your source for agronomy expertise, crop inputs, and grower support 

Acacia Stuckle
NDSU Extension Office
Emmons County 

For 100 years, the Tri-County 
Fair has celebrated the best of 
rural life. Generations of families 
have proudly displayed gleam-
ing jars of pickles, jams, jellies, 
tomatoes, green beans and oth-
er garden favorites on exhib-
it tables. Each one represents 
months of planning, hard work 
and a tradition often passed 
from parent to child.

While the pride of filling pan-
try shelves hasn't changed much 
over the last century, the science 
behind safe home canning cer-
tainly has.

A hundred years ago, many 
home canners relied on fami-
ly recipes, neighborly advice or 
church cookbooks. These rec-
ipes reflected the best knowl-
edge available at the time, but 
food safety research has ad-
vanced dramatically. Today, we 
know much more about the mi-
croorganisms that can survive 

in improperly canned foods and 
how to safely preserve food for 
our families.

Perhaps the biggest advance-
ment has been our understand-
ing of Clostridium botulinum, 
the bacteria that causes botu-
lism. Although rare, botulism 
is a serious and potentially fa-
tal foodborne illness. The bac-
teria can grow in sealed jars of 
low-acid foods when they are 
not processed correctly. Because 
the spores survive boiling-water 
temperatures, low-acid foods 
must be processed in a pressure 
canner, which reaches tempera-
tures high enough to destroy 
them.

One of the most important 
lessons modern food preserva-
tion has taught us is that not all 
foods are canned the same way.

High-acid foods, including 
most fruits, jams, jellies and 
properly acidified pickles, can 
safely be processed in a boil-
ing-water bath. Low-acid foods, 
including vegetables, meats, 
poultry, soups and seafood, must 

always be processed in a pres-
sure canner using research-test-
ed directions.

Today's recommendations also 
emphasize using research-test-
ed recipes exactly as written. It 
may be tempting to add extra 
peppers to salsa, reduce vinegar 
in pickles or create a family rec-
ipe from scratch, but even small 
ingredient changes can alter a 
food's acidity and make it unsafe 
for canning. If you'd like to ex-
periment, freezing your recipe is 
the safer choice.

Another recommendation that 
surprises many experienced can-
ners is adding bottled lemon 
juice or citric acid when canning 
tomatoes. Years ago, tomatoes 
were considered acidic enough 
for boiling-water canning on 
their own. Research has shown 
that modern tomato varieties 
and growing conditions can pro-
duce tomatoes with lower acidi-
ty, so acidification is now recom-
mended before processing.

Some preservation meth-
ods once considered common 

are no longer recommended. 
Oven canning, open-kettle can-
ning, sealing jams with paraffin 
wax and using outdated reci-
pes from old cookbooks are ex-
amples of practices that have 
been replaced with safer, re-
search-based methods. Likewise, 
screw bands should be tightened 
only "fingertip tight" before pro-
cessing rather than as tightly as 
possible.

Although equipment has be-
come more reliable over the 
years, today's pressure canners 
and boiling-water canners still 
rely on the same goal they did 
generations ago. They safely 
preserve the harvest so fami-
lies can enjoy local foods year-
round.

For many families, canning is 
about more than food. It's about 
memories of picking chokecher-
ries with grandparents, shelling 
beans on the porch, gathering 
cucumbers from the garden or 
filling jars together in a warm 

A century of  canning: Honoring tradition 
while preserving food safely

See EMMONS on Page 18
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OPEN 24 HOURS 
Gift Cards Available

701-254-4198 • Linton, ND

PROUDLY SERVING FIVE NORTH PROUDLY SERVING FIVE NORTH 
DAKOTA LOCATIONSDAKOTA LOCATIONS

ALEXANDERALEXANDER
14070 HWY 85 N14070 HWY 85 N

MILNORMILNOR
14104 HWY 1314104 HWY 13

CARRINGTONCARRINGTON
7 4th Ave N7 4th Ave N

DEVILS LAKEDEVILS LAKE
8685 HWY 2 E8685 HWY 2 E

LINTONLINTON
312 S St Paul Ave312 S St Paul Ave

ALEXANDER

LINTON MILNOR

CARRINGTON

DEVILS LAKE

1.855.USA.FUEL       WWW.PATRIOTFUELS.NET

Pollock: 605-846-1444

Hague: 701-658-2347

Herreid: 605-846-1675
Strasburg: 605-846-1625

agtegra.com

CIRCLE H 
LUMBER

H
TERRY & DEB 
HOCHHALTER

LOREN & KAYLA 
HENDRICKSON

Locally Owned • Friendly Services
Free Estimates Available

Windows, lumber, doors, flooring and so much more!
From start to finish we will help you build your dream!

117 E HICKORY AVE, LINTON, ND 58552 • 701-254-4628

Have a great time at the 
Tri-County Fair!
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New 2026 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD
ZR2, 6.6L V8, Gas Engine, Auto,

TT072

$77,449

New 2026 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD
LT, 6.6L V8 Gas Engine,
Auto / 4WD / AWD, TT076

$69,499

New 2026 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD
LT, 6.6L, V8 Gas Engine, Auto,

TT073

$70,774

New 2026 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
LT Trail Boss, 6.2L, EcoTec3 V8 Engine,

Auto / 4WD / AWD, TT074

$69,544

New 2026 Chevrolet Trax
LS, Ecotec 1.2L, Turbo Engine,

Auto, TT069

$23,724

New 2026 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
LT, 5.3L EcoTec3 V8 Engine, Auto,

TT067

$56,964

New 2023 Chevrolet Camaro
1SS, 6.2L, V8 DI Engine,

Auto, PC101

$60,224

New 2025 Chevrolet Corvette Stingray
3LT, 6.2L, V8 DI Engine,

Auto, ROBZ51

$103,989

New 2026 Chevrolet Traverse
RS, 2.5L, Turbo Engine, Auto,

TT075

$60,149

New 2026 Chevrolet Traverse
RS, 2.5L Turbo Engine,
Auto / 4WD / AWD, TT077

$59,624

Used 2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
LT Trail Boss, 6.2L, EcoTec3 V8 Engine,
Auto / 4WD / AWD, 73,979 mi, TT063A

$35,224

Used 2021 Chevrolet Blazer
RS, Gas, 6 Cyl., 3.6L, DI, DOHC, VVT, Alum,
Auto / 4WD / AWD, 27,776 mi, TT060A

$33,224

Used 2021 Chevrolet Suburban
Z71, 5.3L, EcoTec3 V-8, DI,

Auto / 4WD / AWD, 59,189 mi, TT071A

$48,224

Used 2022 Chevrolet Silverado 3500 HD
LTZ, 6.6L, Duramax Turbo-Diesel,

Auto / 4WD / AWD, 53,492 mi, TT044A

$56,224

Used 2022 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
High Country, 5.3L, EcoTec3 V8 Engine,
Auto / 4WD / AWD, 55,759 mi, ST047A

$40,224

Used 2020 Chevrolet Suburban
LT, 5.3L, V-8, SIDI, Auto / 4WD / AWD,

91,486 mi, TT064A

$27,224

Used 2017 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
LTZ, 5.3L, V-8, SIDI,

Auto / 4WD / AWD, 118,237 mi, TT011M

$23,724

Used 2017 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
LT, 5.3L, V-8, SIDI,

Auto / 4WD / AWD, 118,951 mi, TT045A

$23,224

Used 2018 Chevrolet Camaro
2LT, 3.6L, 6 Cyl, Auto,
11,769 mi, TT005M

$30,224

Used 2019 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
High Country, 5.3L, EcoTec3, V-8,

Auto / 4WD / AWD, 68,945 mi, RT058A

$36,224

Used 2019 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD
High Country, 6.6L V8 DuraMax,

Auto / 4WD / AWD, 127,641 mi, ST057B

CONTACT US

Used 2017 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
High Country, 5.3L, V-8, SIDI, Active Fuel Mgt,

Auto, 97,332 mi, TT031C

$30,224

Used 2015 Chevrolet Equinox
LTZ, Gas, 6 Cyl, 3.6L, SIDI,

Auto / 4WD / AWD, 159,893 mi, 25W17B

$11,224

Used 2012 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
LT, 5.3L, V-8, Flex Fuel,

Auto / 4WD / AWD, 164,660 mi, RT071A

$9,724

Used 2010 Chevrolet Malibu
LTW/2LT, 4 Cyl Ecotec 2.4L DOHC

Auto, 136,619 mi, RT073H

$9,224

Used 2006 Chevrolet Uplander
LS, Gas, 6 CYL, 3.5L,

Auto / 4WD / AWD, 137,670 mi, 25W12B

$4,224

Used 2015 Chevrolet Corvette Stingray
3LT, Gas, 8 Cyl, 6.2L, DI, AFM
Auto, 17,349 mi, MURPHY

$43,579

Used 2017 Chevrolet Traverse
LT, 3.6L VVT DOHC V6 SIDI,

Auto / 4WD / AWD, 99,955 mi, TT061B

$14,224

Used 2025 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
LT, Trail Boss 6.5 Box, 3.0L Duramax® Turbo Diesel,

Auto / 4WD / AWD, 12,288 mi, ST043A

$58,228

Used 2025 Chevrolet Blazer
2LT, 2.0L, Turbo 4-Cylinder Engine,

Auto / 4WD / AWD, 23,311 mi, ST078A

$31,224

Used 2025 Chevrolet Equinox
LT, 1.5L Turbo 4-Cylinder Engine,

Auto / 4WD / AWD, 4,947 mi, TT066A

$30,224

Used 2025 Chevrolet Equinox
RS, 1.5L Turbo 4-Cylinder Engine,

Auto / 4WD / AWD, 19,730 mi, TT056A

$34,224

Used 2024 Chevrolet Silverado 3500 HD
High Country, 6.6L, Duramax Turbo-Diesel,
Auto / 4WD / AWD, 69,148 mi, TT049A

$65,224

Used 2024 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD
High Country, 6.6L Duramax Turbo-Diesel
V8 Engine, Auto, 40,111 mi, TT042A

$67,224

313 Main Ave • Napoleon, ND313 Main Ave • Napoleon, ND
701-754-4440701-754-4440

David Becker
226-9318

Stop by or give us a call to 
receive a free no obligation quote!

Crop InsuranCeCrop InsuranCe
is our speciality!is our speciality!

We Offer:We Offer:

Lance Weigel
400-3320

>> Crop/Hail Crop/Hail
>> LRP LRP

Specialty!Specialty!
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Owners • Caleb & Sara Ketterling

Bar
Hours:

Monday thru Friday
4:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m.

Saturday & Sunday
Noon to 1:00 a.m.

Burgers • Fries • Pizza 
• Subs • Salads 

Wraps • Soft Serve Ice Cream

Open 7 days a week: 
8 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Dinner menu served: Fri. & Sat. 4-9 p.m.

301 Main Ave -Napoleon, ND
701-754-2777

Content provided

County fairs are fami-
ly-friendly events that pro-
vide wholesome fun and 
foods that are hard to find 
elsewhere. County fairs also 
provide great opportunities 
for local businesses to attract 
new customers.

Fairs draw large crowds, 
which should appeal to small 
business owners who want 
to market their businesses in 
a way that won’t bust their 
budget. The following are 
five ways local businesses can 
take advantage of the unique 
promotional opportunities 
presented by county fairs.

1. Put it in print
Many county fairs hand out 

printed pamphlets or guide-
books that showcase fair his-
tory and highlight all of the 
attractions on display. These 
booklets are filled with use-
ful information for fair-go-
ers, but they’re also loaded 
with advertisements for local 
businesses. Local business 
owners can place an ad in fair 
pamphlets/guidebooks high-
lighting their services and 
location. Include a QR code 

5 ways local businesses can make the most of  the county fair 

Photo provided

See POINTERS on Page 17
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Content compiled by 
Kelli Ameling
Emmons County Record

For generations of residents in 
Emmons, Logan and McIntosh 
counties, the Tri-County Fair has 
been more than just an annual 
event — it has been a tradition 
passed down through families 
and communities for 100 years.

As the fair prepares to cele-
brate its centennial July 9–12, 
that tradition remains at the 
heart of what brings people back 
to Wishek year after year.

From livestock exhibits and 
4-H competitions to grandstand 
events and community gather-
ings, the fair continues to serve 
as a meeting place for neigh-
bors, friends and families.

More than just an event
Fair board chairman Jeremy 

Rohr said one of the most im-
portant aspects of the fair is the 
role it plays in bringing people 
together.

“It’s something people have 
been coming to for decades,” 
Rohr said. “For a lot of families, 

it’s just part of what they do ev-
ery summer.”

Over the years, the fair has 
evolved, adding new attractions 
and entertainment, but its core 
purpose has remained the same 
— providing a place for the com-
munity to gather and celebrate.

Generations of involvement
For many families, involvement 

in the Tri-County Fair spans mul-
tiple generations.

Exhibitors who once showed 
animals as children now return 
with their own kids and grand-
children, continuing a tradition 
that has lasted for decades.

The same can be said for vol-
unteers and organizers, many of 
whom have longstanding ties to 
the fair and help make the event 
possible each year.

4-H and youth programs at the 
center

Youth involvement continues 
to play a major role in the fair’s 
success.

4-H and FFA participants show-
case their projects and livestock, 
gaining experience and recog-

nition while contributing to the 
fair’s agricultural roots.

“These programs are a big part 
of what the fair has always been 
about,” Rohr said. “It’s about the 
kids, the families and the com-
munity.”

A place to reconnect
In addition to scheduled events, 

the fair provides an opportunity 
for people to reconnect.

Former residents often re-
turn during fair weekend, using 
the event as a time to visit with 
friends and relatives and catch 
up on community life.

“It’s a chance to see people 
you might not see the rest of the 
year,” Rohr said.

Looking ahead while honoring the 
past

While the 100th anniversary 
brings new features — includ-
ing expanded entertainment, 
additional vendors and special 
events — Rohr said honoring the 
fair’s history remains a priority.

The goal for organizers is to 
build on that legacy while con-
tinuing to grow the event for fu-

ture generations.
“This year is about celebrating 

where we’ve been and also look-
ing ahead,” he said.

Continuing the tradition
As the fair enters its second 

century, organizers hope it will 
continue to serve as a corner-
stone event for the region.

For those who have attended 
for years — and those visiting 
for the first time — the Tri-Coun-
ty Fair offers both a look back at 
tradition and a chance to create 
new memories.

“It’s something that’s been 
here for 100 years,” Rohr said. 
“We want to make sure it’s here 
for another 100.”

A century of  tradition: 
Tri-County Fair continues to bring communities together
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NEW HOURS: STARTING JULY 1
Monday | 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. • Tuesday | 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Wednesday | 8 a.m. to noon • CLOSED Thursday and Friday

IN STOCK ITEMS FOR SALE
Appliances | Furniture | Mattresses

Pillows | Sheets | Platform Foundations
5 Drawer Chests | Etc.

Always call ahead before you come • 701-336-7343

SCHREINER’S
FURNITURE & APPLIANCE

601 Main St. | Strasburg, ND | 701-336-7343

NO DELIVERY AVAILABLE!
BRING YOUR pickup or trailer, cart, straps and 

helpers to load your merchandise. 
Items must be picked up on the same day!

310 S St Paul Ave, Linton, ND310 S St Paul Ave, Linton, ND
701-325-0714701-325-0714

Monday 10 a.m - 10 p.m.Monday 10 a.m - 10 p.m.
Tuesday 7 a.m. - 10 p.m.Tuesday 7 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Wednesday CLOSEDWednesday CLOSED
Thursday and Friday 7 a.m. - 10 p.m.Thursday and Friday 7 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Saturday 8 a.m. - 10 p.m.Saturday 8 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sunday Noon - 10 p.m.Sunday Noon - 10 p.m.

Summer hoursSummer hoursFamily operated, Gourmet Coffee, 
HOMEMADE hard ice cream, 

Food made from scratch with Love

Enjoy the Fair!
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All the 
MATERIALS 

you need to build!

Lumber

Northland 

Steel products

GRK screws

Walk-in 

doors

Blowing insulation & Blower

Midland 

overhead 

doors

Diamond Kote LP siding

Timberline & Malarkey shingles

IF YOU NEED TO BUILD ITBUILD IT
MARTELL’SMARTELL’SCome 

See

710-452-4200710-452-4200

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

In area is defined as Emmons, Burleigh, Kidder, 
Logan, McIntosh and Morton Counties

Cut out and mail this form with a 
check for the indicated amount to: 

Mobridge Publishing, 
1413 East Grand Crossing,

 Mobridge, South Dakota 57601 circulation@mobridgepublishing.com

605-845-3646
Subscribe by email

Subscribe by phone

$60 Per Year - In Area

$40 Per Year - Online
+$10 to add E-Edition access 
to your print subscription
$75 Per Year - Out of Area 

$85 Per Year - Out of State 

   Emmons County

Record
Enjoy the Tri-County Fair!
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Bosch’s 
Meat Market

750 Hwy 13 East • Linton, N.D. • 701-254-4232

Bruce Bosch, Owner/Operator

Custom Processing • Deer Processing
Stop in and see us whenever you are in Linton.

34 Years of Custom Butchering & Processing

Linton, ND
701-254-4625

 bnc.bank

Your life is busy - We’ll make 
managing your money easy.

LINTON, ND • 701-254-4625 • BNC.BANK

See you at the Tri-County Fair!

ROOTED IN THE 
COMMUNITY, 
GROWING WITH YOU!

Have fun at the Tri-County Fair!

Logan Co.abstraCtLogan Co.abstraCt

Kidder Co.abstraCtKidder Co.abstraCt

abstraCts of MCintosh Co., inC.abstraCts of MCintosh Co., inC.
Brian, Jarett, Joren, Debbie, Barb, Sid

Napoleon, ND • 754-2200

Ryan & Melissa Johnson Family  |  Napoleon, ND: 754-2855  •  321-1864

Johnson Trucking & Johnson Trucking & 
rJ DirTWorxrJ DirTWorx

Hoping you have 

LOADS 
of  F U N

at the 

Fair!Fair!

that fair visitors can instantly scan on 
their phone to take them directly to 
your website. 

2. Sponsor an 
attraction

Fair organizers often raise funds 
by selling sponsorships to featured 
attractions. If possible, sponsor an 
attraction that aligns with your offer-
ings. For example, local restaurants 
may want to sponsor an eating com-
petition, even providing the foods 
competitors will eat during the event. 
If so, offer free bite-sized samples of 
the foods to spectators during the 
event itself.

3. Set up shop on fairgrounds
A booth on the fairgrounds can be 

a great way to interact directly with 
customers. Select a small sample of 
your products and offer them direct-
ly for sale at the fair. Hand out busi-
ness cards with each purchase and 
let customers know there’s more to 
be had on your website and in your 
store. Booths tend to book quickly, 
so contact fair organizers as early as 
possible.

4. Be prepared to 
engage customers

County fairs harken visitors back to 
times when carnival barkers would 

attract passersby with boastful asser-
tions or promises that were simply ir-
resistible. Local business owners who 
want to set up shop at a county fair 
must recognize that all sorts of at-
tractions and businesses will be com-
peting for attention, so they should 
go there with a plan and a willingness 
to engage people who pass by their 
booth. Embrace your inner carnival 
barker and offer free samples and 
even prizes to draw potential cus-
tomers to your booth.

5. Put out a mailing list sign-up 
sheet

Even the largest fairground booth 
will likely offer only a fraction of 
what’s available in-store or online. 
So encourage visitors to your booth 
to sign up for a mailing list, enticing 
them to do so by touting exclusive 
discounts and other perks available 
only to mailing list members. This is 
a great way to attract new customers 
even if they don’t make any purchas-
es on the campgrounds.

County fairs are all about fun, but 
they also present great opportunities 
for small business owners to connect 
with new customers.  

Continued from Page 12

POINTERS: Must dos
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Owners: Linda Zenker, Haleigh Zenker & Jordan Becker

313 MAIN STREET 313 MAIN STREET 
GACKLE, NDGACKLE, ND

coteaucottage.comcoteaucottage.com
•Coffee•Coffee

•Homemade Items•Homemade Items
• Gift Shop• Gift Shop

•Home Decor•Home Decor

SO MUCH MORE!SO MUCH MORE!

Napoleon, ND • 754-2255
Locally Owned & Operated

Mon. thru Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sat.  8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Sale Effective Monday thru Saturday

DDEELL’’SS
MMAARRKKEETT
NNAAPPOOLLEEOONN,,NNDD

Enjoy the tri-county fair!Enjoy the tri-county fair!

LINTON, ND • 701-254-4644

We sell 
Diamond Chain, 

Remanufactured 
Engines and 

Transmissions. FUEL and PROPANE DELIVERY
Kevin Bosworth - 701-333-8091

FUEL and PROPANE DELIVERY
701-329-8091

LINTON, N.D.LINTON, N.D.

Congratulations 
Linton on 125 years!

 LINTON AUTO PARTS 

701-254-6272 • Find us on Facebook
101 S. St. Paul Ave., Linton, ND 58552

ENJOY THE FAIR!

701-321-1089

Napoleon • ND
ERIC BECKER, owner

PEXAI

ELECTRIC, LLC

Autobody & PaintJJMM

Professional Auto Body Repair, Glass Installation & Repair

For Estimates, Call 
Josh Moch, Owner

North of City on Hwy 3
Napoleon, ND 58561
(701) 754-2420

Lori Miller, 
Owner & Product Creator

Homemade • Non-ToxicHomemade • Non-Toxic
SKIN, HAIR SKIN, HAIR 

& HOUSEHOLD & HOUSEHOLD 
PRODUCTSPRODUCTS

JMLSoapsJMLSoaps

JMLSoaps.com  • 701-214-7100
Streeter, NDStreeter, ND

Monday and Tuesday 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Saturday 10 a.m.-3 p.m.  

Offering kids clothing newborn to 14/16, 
toys, books and gifts. 

317 W. Main, Napoleon, N.D.
701-754-4190

NOW OPEN

Check us out on Facebook!

Wed. - Fri., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Monday and Tuesday 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Saturday 10 a.m.-3 p.m.  

Offering kids clothing newborn to 14/16, 
toys, books and gifts. 

317 W. Main, Napoleon, N.D.
701-754-4190

NOW OPEN

Check us out on Facebook!

Kids’ & Women’s Boutique

the day)! Signing up for this 
show is simple – simply put your 
name and your exhibit on the 
sheet in the livestock barn any 
time before the show begins. 

Sunday – July 12, 2026
Open Livestock Show (swine, 

beef, sheep, goats, dairy) begins 
at 8 a.m. The barn will be lively 
with activity already on Satur-
day night as exhibitors start to 
check in. This is a sanctioned ND 
Junior Point Show but is open to 
any youth. The judge will evalu-
ate each class of livestock as well 
as the exhibitor’s showmanship 
skills. Showmanship is divided 
into junior and senior divisions. 
Exhibitors are judged on their 
composure in the ring, knowl-

edge of their animal, and inter-
view skills. The livestock show 
often lasts until 3 p.m. or after. 
Spectators Welcome!

The Kiddie Animal Show is 
held after the beef show in the 
morning. This event is for our 
very small, future exhibitors to 
bring out a livestock animal of 
their choosing from lambs and 
goats to bottle calves. The Kid-
die Animal Show animals may be 
brought the morning of the show 
and leave following the event al-
though they are encouraged to 
exhibit them in the barn if they 
would like. Youth will lead their 
animal into the ring (parent or 
older youth helper, if needed, is 
perfectly fine), line them up and 

then they are interviewed briefly 
by the judge. Everyone is award-
ed a grand prize ribbon and a 
halter for being brave enough to 
walk into the ring! 

Sponsors 
There are many local sponsors 

who contribute to the success 
of our fair! Sponsors are invit-
ed to the livestock exhibitor’s 
picnic on Sunday as a thank you 
for their contributions. Post-
ers will be hung up in the live-
stock building and static exhibit 
buildings so please thank these 
sponsors. For more information 
on any of these events, call Crys-
tal Schaunaman 701-288-5180 
or email crystal.schaunaman@
ndsu.edu or for entry forms. 

Tri-County Fair Association 
board. Without this board, the 
4-H Achievement Day and other 
events would not be as fun and 
exciting. Please consider volun-
teering or joining the board. If 
you happen to see a fair board 
member, make sure to thank 
them for always listening to fair-
goers on ways to improve. If you 
get a burger, make sure to thank 
the kitchen staff. We are all look-
ing forward to a great weekend! 
This volunteer board truly has a 
passion for community and see-
ing this event happen!

It’s Your Fair – so BE There! 

Continued from Page 10

McIntosh: Events for everyone

summer kitchen. Those traditions deserve to 
be preserved just as much as the food itself.

The best way to honor those traditions is 
by combining family heritage with today's 
research-based recommendations. Safe can-
ning ensures that the recipes and skills we 
pass along will continue nourishing future 
generations for another hundred years.

As you visit the beautifully preserved 

food exhibits at this year's Tri-County Fair, 
remember that every sealed jar represents 
both history and science. It is a tradition that 
continues to evolve while connecting us to 
those who came before us. By combining 
cherished family traditions with today's re-
search-based recommendations, we can en-
sure safe home canning remains part of our 
communities for generations to come.

Please contact me with any questions at 
(701) 254-4811 or email acacia.stuckle@
ndsu.edu.

 

Continued from Page 11

EMMONS: A time to shine
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morning. This event is for our 
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die Animal Show animals may be 
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and leave following the event al-
though they are encouraged to 
exhibit them in the barn if they 
would like. Youth will lead their 
animal into the ring (parent or 
older youth helper, if needed, is 
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by the judge. Everyone is award-
ed a grand prize ribbon and a 
halter for being brave enough to 
walk into the ring! 
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There are many local sponsors 

who contribute to the success 
of our fair! Sponsors are invit-
ed to the livestock exhibitor’s 
picnic on Sunday as a thank you 
for their contributions. Post-
ers will be hung up in the live-
stock building and static exhibit 
buildings so please thank these 
sponsors. For more information 
on any of these events, call Crys-
tal Schaunaman 701-288-5180 
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ndsu.edu or for entry forms. 
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board. Without this board, the 
4-H Achievement Day and other 
events would not be as fun and 
exciting. Please consider volun-
teering or joining the board. If 
you happen to see a fair board 
member, make sure to thank 
them for always listening to fair-
goers on ways to improve. If you 
get a burger, make sure to thank 
the kitchen staff. We are all look-
ing forward to a great weekend! 
This volunteer board truly has a 
passion for community and see-
ing this event happen!
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Continued from Page 10
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ocals’LCONVENIENCE CENTER • 754-2271 • NAPOLEON, ND

HOURS: (M-Sat.: 7 a.m. - 8 p.m.) 

    (Sun.: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.)
KEVIN & MINDY BITZ

OWNERS

Your Hometown Pharmacy

• Prescriptions
• Over-the-counter Meds

214 Main Ave.•Napoleon, ND
701-754-2203

Katlyn Weigel, 
Pharm D

• Gift Items
• Home Essentials

Napoleon OilNapoleon Oil
Quality SaleS and Service Since 2009

102 Broadway • Napoleon, ND 58561
701-754-2684 

• Tires • Towing • Bulk Fuel 
• Auto Repair • Trailer Sales & Repair

ROPE A CHICKEN
at the

Valid thorugh 8/31/26

Best Fried 
Chicken around!
Mention this ad for 

10% off10% off  
any bone-in fried 

 chicken bucket!
Gackle, ND

701-485-3220

125 West Main Avenue 125 West Main Avenue • • Napoleon, NDNapoleon, ND
www.triplethreadboutique.comwww.triplethreadboutique.com

NEW CollectionsNEW Collections
More Clothing SizesMore Clothing Sizes

New Men’s LineNew Men’s Line
ShoesShoes

JewelryJewelry
And More!And More!

Something Something for everyone!for everyone!

Check us out on Check us out on 
Instagram & facebook!Instagram & facebook!

Nita’s AtticNita’s Attic  & & Coffee HausCoffee Haus
Pick up a drink or browse the store for deals!

Consignment stores, clothing for the whole 
family, furniture, & much more!

Receive a $1Receive a $100 00 OFF Coupon for every $10 OFF Coupon for every $10 
Spent during Tri-County Fair - Limit $10Spent during Tri-County Fair - Limit $10

205 E. 3rd St. - Napoleon, ND • 754-2528
215 1st. Ave. N - Jamestown, ND • 952-2795

2580 37th St. SE - Steele, ND • 475-4948
701-754-2593

Northside NAPANorthside NAPA
3110 Hwy. 34 

Napoleon, ND 58561

Schmitt LockerSchmitt Locker
•Homemade Products

•Custom Processing
•Family Owned

Sausage, Bologna, Head Cheese, 
Liver Sausage, Beef Sticks  & much more!

407 Lake Ave. W • Napoleon, ND 
754-2488

set, and the music actually sets off the 
charges for the fireworks.”

Organizers selected Pegasus Illumi-
nations based on past performanc-
es, including a New Year’s Eve show 
in Mandan that featured a similar mu-
sic-synchronized format.

Rohr said the display is expected to 
run approximately 20 minutes and is 
designed to provide a high-energy start 
to the weekend.

In addition to marking the fair’s cen-
tennial, the show will also serve as a 
local celebration tied to the upcoming 
250th anniversary of the United States.

Drone show returns as fan favorite
While fireworks are new, drone light 

shows have become an increasingly 
popular part of the fair in recent years.

The shows are produced by Robo-
ta LLC and feature coordinated drones 
creating patterns and images in the 
sky, often flying above the midway and 
stage areas.

“It’s been a huge hit,” Rohr said. “Peo-
ple really enjoy it, and other groups 
have even asked how to bring some-
thing like that to their events.”

Rohr said the fair first partnered with 
the drone program about three years 
ago, and it has become a regular attrac-
tion ever since.

Performances at past events, includ-
ing the Linton 125th celebration, drew 
strong attendance and positive feed-
back from fairgoers.

Enhancing the fair atmosphere
In addition to standalone performanc-

es, drone shows are incorporated into 
the overall entertainment experience, 
at times flying over concerts and crowd 
areas to enhance the atmosphere.

“During the free concerts, the drones 
will fly over the stage,” Rohr said. “It 
really adds to the overall feel of the 
event.”

Combined with the new fireworks dis-
play, organizers say the aerial enter-
tainment is one more way the fair is ex-
panding its offerings for the centennial 
year.

A landmark year for the fair
With both traditional elements and 

new attractions, Rohr said the goal is 
to create a memorable experience for 
fairgoers while continuing to evolve the 
event.

“This is just another way we’re trying 
to bring something different and excit-
ing for the 100th,” he said.

Continued from Page 7

FIREWORKS: First event in 100 years
overboard, pick one meal or item that the family will 
enjoy. Bring a backpack, if permitted, and fill it with 
bottled water and other light snacks so that you can 
tame hunger pangs and not bust the budget at the 
food court. 

- Understand game odds. Fair games are largely de-
signed to earn the event money and not to cash out 
prizes to all participants. The chances of winning the 
grand prize, which may be a giant stuffed giraffe, usu-
ally are low, so it’s best if children do not become 
overly concerned with winning a prize. Play the games 
for fun and memories and not to walk away with the 
biggest prizes. 

In addition to these suggestions, parents can make 
sure they bring insect repellent and  sunscreen to the 
fair. Dress for comfort and not fashion. 

These strategies can help families make the most of 
the county fair this year.  

Continued from Page 9

FAMILY: 100 years
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with a wide variety of food options.
“There’s really all kinds of everything this 

year,” he said.

Planning and preparation
Rohr said the fair board has been build-

ing toward the anniversary event by setting 
aside funds and working through industry 
connections to secure attractions and enter-
tainment.

The fair is part of the Heartland Association 
of Fairs, Festivals and Events, which helps or-
ganizers network with performers and plan 
future events.

“All of the shows and acts come through 
that,” Rohr said. “It’s a way to see what’s out 
there and make plans ahead of time.”

Safety day, logistics and 
crowd expectations

In addition to entertainment, Friday will 
feature a McIntosh County Safety Day from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m., including demonstrations 
and educational opportunities such as a roll-
over simulator, K-9 unit and other safety ex-
hibits.

Rohr said organizers are expecting a large 

crowd for the centennial event and have 
made accommodations for additional park-
ing north of the fairgrounds along N.D. 
Highway 13, with shuttle service available.

He encouraged fairgoers to plan ahead.
“If there’s something people really want to 

see, I would suggest getting there early and 
getting tickets ahead of time,” Rohr said.

Looking ahead to a busy weekend
With a full slate of entertainment, expand-

ed offerings and anniversary celebrations, 
Rohr said the goal is to create a memorable 
experience for the community.

“It’s just going to be a busy, fun weekend,” 
he said.

Continued from Page 4

FAIR: Fun for all
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millions of albums worldwide while 
continuing to tour internationally. 

Joining FIREHOUSE is The Sweet, 
a British glam rock band known for 
energetic, theatrical performanc-
es and a string of hit songs in the 
1970s, including “Ballroom Blitz,” 
“Fox on the Run” and “Little Willy.” 

The band became one of the de-
fining acts of the glam rock era, 
combining catchy melodies with a 
bold stage presence that still reso-
nates with audiences today. 

Together, the two groups will 
bring a mix of ’70s and ’90s rock 
to Wishek, offering a concert ex-
perience that spans generations of 
music fans.

A full night of 
music and more

In addition to the main concert 
performances, Friday’s entertain-
ment continues after the show 
with music on the midway and ex-
tended festivities, giving fairgoers 
a chance to keep the celebration 
going late into the evening. 

Organizers say the concert is de-
signed as a centerpiece event for 
the fair’s 100th year, combining 

recognizable hits with a high-ener-
gy atmosphere.

Sunday brings a 
different sound

While Friday night delivers the 
loudest music of the weekend, 
Sunday offers a more traditional 
and family-friendly performance.

Pam Linton and The Cotton Kings 
will take the stage, bringing a style 
rooted in classic country, folk and 
Americana traditions. 

Linton has spent decades per-
forming across the country, build-
ing a reputation for blending 
traditional country sounds with 
storytelling and audience engage-
ment. 

A Minnesota native, Linton be-
gan performing at a young age 
and later toured extensively as part 
of the Sherwin Linton Show before 
developing her own projects and 
recordings. 

Today, her performances often 
highlight the roots of American 
music, including tributes to in-
fluential artists such as the Carter 
Family, whose songs helped shape 
country and folk traditions. 

Her appearance at the fair is ex-
pected to provide a relaxed, nos-
talgic close to the weekend.

Music for all tastes
Fair organizers note that this 

year’s entertainment lineup was 
built to reflect the diversity of the 
community the event serves.

From classic rock anthems and 
glam-era hits to traditional coun-

try and Americana, the musical of-
ferings span multiple decades and 
styles.

Combined with midway enter-
tainment, variety shows and other 
attractions across the fairgrounds, 
the music lineup is intended to 
be one of the highlights of the 
Tri-County Fair’s centennial cele-
bration.
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CONCERTS: New, returning favorites

Photo courtesy of the Tri-County Fair. Photo courtesy of Pam Linton Music.
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with a wide variety of food options.
“There’s really all kinds of everything this 

year,” he said.

Planning and preparation
Rohr said the fair board has been build-

ing toward the anniversary event by setting 
aside funds and working through industry 
connections to secure attractions and enter-
tainment.

The fair is part of the Heartland Association 
of Fairs, Festivals and Events, which helps or-
ganizers network with performers and plan 
future events.

“All of the shows and acts come through 
that,” Rohr said. “It’s a way to see what’s out 
there and make plans ahead of time.”

Safety day, logistics and 
crowd expectations

In addition to entertainment, Friday will 
feature a McIntosh County Safety Day from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m., including demonstrations 
and educational opportunities such as a roll-
over simulator, K-9 unit and other safety ex-
hibits.

Rohr said organizers are expecting a large 

crowd for the centennial event and have 
made accommodations for additional park-
ing north of the fairgrounds along N.D. 
Highway 13, with shuttle service available.

He encouraged fairgoers to plan ahead.
“If there’s something people really want to 

see, I would suggest getting there early and 
getting tickets ahead of time,” Rohr said.

Looking ahead to a busy weekend
With a full slate of entertainment, expand-

ed offerings and anniversary celebrations, 
Rohr said the goal is to create a memorable 
experience for the community.

“It’s just going to be a busy, fun weekend,” 
he said.
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Photo courtesy of the Tri-CountyFair.
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YOUR LOCAL H-2A 
AGRICULTURAL 

WORKFORCE SOLUTION 

701-301-0407 • ANINE@FARMLABORSOL.COM

WE CONNECT YOUR OPERATION WITH DEPENDABLE, 
EXPERIENCED AGRICULTURAL WORKERS TO HELP 

KEEP YOUR FARM RUNNING SMOOTHLY.

Start the H-2A process at least 90 days before your labor is needed.

EXPERIENCED. REPUTABLE. COMMITTED TO HELPING 
YOU FIND THE WORKFORCE YOUR OPERATION NEEDS.
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